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GRADUATING	CLASS	OF	2020 
 

 
Amy (Queens) 
Teacher: Batzione Brody 
 
My name is Amy and I am 17 years old and 
graduating High school. I will be going to 
college in the fall. I may not be a very talkative 
individual, but I am becoming better at it every 
day. Each year of High school I learned new 

information and went through different challenges that shaped me into the 
person I am today. I went through ups and downs these last four years of high 
school, but I’m glad I did because they taught me many lessons that I  wouldn’t 
have learned otherwise. As a result, I have become a stronger person. I couldn’t 
have made it here without all my teachers, my mom and my twin sister. They 
cheered me on when I needed it most, and I can’t thank them enough for that. I 
know I’m ready for what life has in store for me, or maybe not everything but, I 
will learn how to handle each challenge and hope for the best when the time 
comes. I’ve been fortunate enough to be with my twin sister for two and half 
years of high school that I had with her. It made me have a friend that I could 
trust that would be there for me not only at home but at school as well. High 
school has changed me in many ways for the better. I learned how to be more 
independent by speaking up for myself and I am still trying to improve this to be 
even better at it. I learned in high school that in order for something to happen 
you need to take initiative in order to get the result that you are looking for; It 
won’t magically happen on its own. I also learned that you need to think before 
you act because later on you will see the consequences. Lastly, I discovered that 
your mindset could change the outcome of something, that’s why it's so 
important to have a positive outlook that stays that way. 
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Derek Arauz-Lino (Bronx) 
Teacher: Paciullo Dominic 

Dear Derek,  congratulations you 
made it.  I am so proud of you.  I 
knew you could do it.  I want to 
wish Uou health and happiness 
and to be surrounded by the 
people who love you.  Love Dom 
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Ameer Ricardo Atkinson 
(Queens) 
Teacher: Christophe Hertler  

Ameer Ricardo Atkinson was born 
on November 13,  1998, 
unfortunately, without his twin 
brother, Ahmad Carlos Atkinson. 
Twin-to-Twin Transfusion 
Syndrome took his brother’s life and 
left Ameer with 10-15% brain 
damage. Three weeks and four days 
later, Ameer contracted bacterial 
meningitis at the hospital. Nurses 
told Mom to be grateful if he lives 6 
months; thank God if he lives a year. 

Then at age two, Ameer’s liver failed because of the medicine doctors prescribed. 
Mom was told Ameer won’t make it to see next year. With the unconditional 
love of his mother and sisters, Kayla and Tatiana, Ameer is with us today at the 
age of 21. Mom credits much of Ameer’s success to Nurse Jackie  
and Dr. Ogden. 
Ameer will let you know how he feels with a look, a smile, or an excited shake. If 
he’s about to fall asleep and hears you, he’ll lift an eyelid open and give you a 
smile to let you know he’s happy you’re there, and that feeling stays with you for 
the rest of the day. In turn, if he doesn’t want to be bothered with your company, 
he’ll do the best “fake sleep” any person has ever witnessed. Ameer spends 
much of his time exploring his Eye Gaze device, listening to music, watching TV, 
or just hanging out with his family, friends or pets. Ameer is receiving the 
Outstanding Performance Award  from Home Instruction Schools because he 
does what no other person can do better: make the people around him happier. 
After graduation, Ameer will live at home with his mother, sister, Kayla, and his 
ever-growing number of pets. 
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Amina Bah (Bronx) 
Teacher: Tina Elder 

Amina has been my student for over 

three years. When you walk into her 

room, and call her name, she would 

always greet you with a  

great big smile. 

It has been a pleasure to have worked 

with her, and see the excitement in 

her face during her lessons. 

I am grateful for the things that she 

has done. I am grateful for the 

victories she has won in life. Amina 

never seems to amaze me with the 

things she has accomplished in 

school. I wish her all the best in life, 

and all the best in the future. 
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Nathaniel Carr (Queens) 
Teacher: Renee Sandie 
 
"Simplicity is Unattainable" 
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Cristian Castillo  
(Bronx) 
Teacher: Dawn Reyes 
 
“I don’t regret any of the 

decisions I’ve made in 

my life. Because with 

every choice I’ve made, 

I’ve learned something 

new.” - Ariana Grande  

I wanna take the 

opportunity to say how 

grateful I am to be here 

and have the support of 

my family for everything 

that I do. I also wanna 

thank them for 

everything that 

they’ve done for me and 

I’m happy for all the small and big in stuff in life. I’ve been through rough times 

but there’s always a rainbow after the storm and things get better. Be positive 

and have hope because there’s so much more to come.  
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Charles Cheng 
(Queens) 
Teacher: Jean O’Neill 
 
Charles Cheng is the 
youngest of three 
siblings. Born and raised 
in Rego Park, Queens, he 
attended JHS 157, and 
Stuyvesant before 
attending home 
instruction. He is a sport 
enthusiast, having 
attended the Junior 
Olympics for swimming 
at the age of 9, and being 
on the Stuyvesant cross 

country team. Charles is also an adventure seeker, who loves to explore new 
things through photography and videography. You will often find him meeting 
up with fellow photographers and exploring the concrete jungle. Also a nerd at 
heart, he loves to game and learn about science/technology through platforms 
such as Reddit. 

Charles plans to attend college, and eventually major in a stem field. He hopes to 
make a difference in this world, and to travel all over. He dreams of being able to 
explore the world while doing the job he loves. Charles is grateful to his family 
and friends, for making him who he is today. 
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Daniela Cordova 

(Manhattan) 

Teacher: James Hansman 

            
At a young age, I quickly 

realized that I needed to grow 

up and become more mature 

for myself and my family. 

When I was seven, my little 

brother was born, so all the 

attention was on him 24/7. I 

didn’t mind it because I 

absolutely adore my little 

brother and even took care of 

him, or babysat him, on days 

both my parents were busy. 

This helped me become the 

person I am today. 

Unfortunately, in December 

of 2018 I was diagnosed with 

cancer. My life changed 

dramatically and, ironically, 

all the attention was now on 

me.  

 

It was something I knew I had to get used to along with a number of other 

things. Not being able to go to school, or anywhere really, affected me 

emotionally and mentally. I had never known anyone who was homeschooled 

and I had become that person. It sounded like a good idea at first—not going to a 
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crowded school every day, not having to wake up super early, and “going” to 

school in pajamas! Eventually, it became a norm when I never thought it would. 

Being homeschooled has helped me academically in the sense that I got to have 1 

on 1 with my teacher, but I feel like I could have had different opportunities that 

could’ve challenged me if I was actually in school. At the end of all this, I am 

happy that I was homeschooled because of the people I’ve met.  

 

Being homeschooled for two years, I never thought I would be graduating; it 

seemed impossible. I’ve struggled academically and personally within these two 

years but I am so proud of myself and how far I’ve come. I’m proud to be 

graduating this summer 2020. I am now two years into my treatment healing and 

surviving. I’ve overcome difficult obstacles which proves to myself how strong I 

am no matter the circumstances. It inspires me to keep working hard and keep 

fighting 
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Kadisha Davis 
(Bronx) 
Teacher:  
Elaine Buckson 

Kadisha Davis was 
born April 16, 
1999, is the 
daughter of 
Christine Richard. 
She Lives with her 
mother and they 
are very close to 
each other. I 
became Kadisha’s 
Home Instruction 
teacher five years 
ago. She enjoys 
coloring, writing 
in her notebook, 

copying from texts, listening to stories and working on the computer. Kadisha 
also likes to play video games. She is an obedient student and she was always on 
time and prepared for work every time I came to her house. 
Kadisha is a very sweet girl and she loves to spend time with her mother. She is 
routine oriented; she always follows routines established by the teacher and she 
does not like it when they are changed. She was always prepared to start the day, 
even after the summer vacation. When I went back in September, I was able to 
start from where we stopped in June without any problem. Kadisha wants to 
work in a store when she graduates from high school. I will miss her a lot, it was 
an honor to be her teacher. 
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Emely Garcia (Bronx) 
Teacher: Candice Sorenson 

Born with multiple-severe 
disabilities, have not stopped 
Emily from enjoying life! She is 
a music-loving, funny 
fashionista! Her amazing laugh 
and smile fill the room and 
hearts with joy. We are so proud 
of her accomplishments!  
Congratulations Emely and we 
are all looking forward to seeing 
you develop into a beautiful 
woman. ¡Nacida con 
discapacidades severas 
múltiples, esto no ha impedido 
que Emily disfrute de la vida! 
¡Es una fashionista divertida y 
amante de la música! Su 
asombrosa risa y risa llena el 
lugar y los corazones de alegría. 

¡Estamos muy orgullosos de tus logros! Felicitaciones Emely. Todos estamos 
ansiosos en verte la mujer hermosa que te convertiras. 
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Kalon E. 
Garraway 
(Brooklyn) 
Teacher: Sharon 
Henry-Wright 
 

Kalon Evan 

Garraway, born 

on January 25, 

1996 to the 

parents of Keah 

and Evan 

Garraway. Kalon 

is the 2 nd oldest 

child and he has 1 

older brother, 

Kevon and 2 

younger siblings 

Kiavana and 

Keren. Kalon is 

kind, loving, easy 

going, pure and 

innocent. His personality and big brown eyes make him so easy to love. Kalon, is 

his family’s pride and joy. He has grown into an amazing 21-year-old man. Time 

has gone by so quickly! Kalon, we still remember watching your big brown eyes 

full of love and joy as you entered Early Intervention at the age of 3, running 

around, happy without a care in the world. Kalon you brought so much joy into 

our hearts and we are truly blessed to have you as part of our family. We love 

you more than words can say as you increase our joy day by day. In elementary 

you started a new District 75 school in Sunset park; you were brave and seemed 



	 15	

excited as your family worried. But you were in great hands with the assistant 

principal and the other faculty. They were so amazing that we followed them to 

their new location there at Spring Creek. Your family knew that you were safe 

and in good hands with staff members like Ms. Amy, Ms. Sharon, and a host of 

others there at Spring Creek High School. We are truly grateful to you all. Now 

you are receiving home schooling and you had great teachers like Ms. Edwards 

for years. Today Kalon as you are graduating from high school and you are 

taking the next steps into to the world. Your family wants you to know that you 

are loved, supported and a true blessing to us. Congratulations to our son, 

brother, nephew and cousin Kalon! You make your family proud today and 

every day and May God continue to bless you with life and happiness. Love 

your family, 
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Ariella Gelfand 
(Brooklyn) 
Teacher: Jeffrey 
Kramer  
 
Ariella Gelfand is a 
twelfth-grade 
student who is 
currently on home 
instruction. Ariella is 
also attending the 
prestigious Brooklyn 
Tech High School 
and will be receiving 
a diploma from that 
school. This year in 
home instruction and 
remote learning 
Ariella excelled in 
her course work with 
high honors. Ariella 

is taking English 12, Economics, and Physics. It is a pleasure for her home 
instructors to teach such a highly-motivated student who can tackle any level of 
academic rigor. Ariella is a very bright student. She has a positive attitude and 
works hard. She is very motivated and we are confident that she will be 
successful in her future endeavors. Ariella is always willing to articulate her 
responses to questions and is willing to discuss them. Ariella’s plans for the 
future are to attend the City College of Technology in Brooklyn, NY. She will 
study to become an X-Ray Technician where Ariella feels she can be in a job that 
is in demand while at the same time helping people. While studying Ariella will 
live at home. When asked what Ariella likes best about home instruction she 
stated that: “Home Instruction teachers are the best because they treat me with 
respect.” 
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Brandon Giglietto (Queens) 
Teacher: Christophe Hertler 
 
My name is Brandon. I have done 
some things in life. I don’t see them as 
very important, because I am not what 
I want to be yet. I never liked school, 
and I don’t think that’s changed. I 
went to school mainly for one reason 
and that’s the mozzarella sticks they 
serve at lunch. For school lunch, the 
mozzarella sticks were good. The 
mozzarella sticks were more 
important than school itself. I kept 
going to school because I couldn’t find 
out where to buy them in bulk. 
Eventually, I lost the will to go to 
school and I stopped going. I stopped 
for a while. This wasn’t because of the 
mozzarella sticks but because of other 
personal problems. I stayed home 
always and didn’t feel like I needed to 
go back. Eventually, Home Instruction 
came to me and gave me an 
opportunity to continue my education. 
I’m grateful for this and I appreciate 
the fact that I can graduate. 
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Victor Gonzales 
(Queens) 
Teacher:  
Rosemarie Focella 

Although I’ve had 
my share of 

hardships, it’s been 
hope, hard work, 
and determination 

that have helped me 
grow and pursue 

my dreams. I was 
born on August 9, 
2001 in Montreal, 

California. 
Immediately, I had 

to have brain 
surgery due to 
liquid inside my 

head. I then needed 
surgery for my 

bladder because my 
urine wasn’t coming out like it should. Around 1-2 years later, I would get hit 
with one of the most life changing things done to me: I would lose sight in my 

left eye because the doctors cut my cornea without my mom’s consent. Naturally, 
this affected me severely as I was growing up, especially in my early teens. 
Throughout my elementary school years, I’ve received many certificates for my 

schoolwork and attendance. Mainly, it was playing video games and going to 
school to learn, socialize, and play sports (particularly basketball) with my 

friends that kept me happy in life. 
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Then we moved to Queens, New York, and my school experience changed. 
During my late middle school years and my whole high school years, I didn’t 

attend school because of stress, anxiety, and the bullying from my early middle 
school years. I still wanted to get my education, so with the help of my mom, I 

got registered with Home Instruction Schools. My experience with Home 
Instruction has been great. In Home Instruction I’ve met so many amazing 
teachers who have been able to guide me to where I am, especially Ms. Focella 

who has done so much for my sake, and I thank her for that. I’m grateful for 
what all the teachers and the whole Home Instruction program have done for 

me. Presently, I’m close to graduating from high school, and going to college will 
be the next step in my journey to my dream job. My dream was clear ever since I 

was about 7 or 8 years old: I want to one day become a police officer. 

Whenever I want to accomplish something, I would be determined to reach that 
goal. I’d usually keep practicing on that one thing for a good amount of time 

each day, keeping in mind that nothing ever comes easy. On some days, I might 
be off and that could demotivate me, but I remember not to give up. This has 

worked out for me in winning certain games or, more important, accomplishing 

something worthwhile in the real world. 
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Caleb Hakim (Bronx) 
Teacher:  
Gina Humber 
Caleb is a smart, kind, 

and loving soul who 

cares deeply for his 

family and loved ones. 

He loves to plan 

important dates and 

celebrate them. Caleb is 

now learning to 

advocate for himself 

and ask to engage in 

things that make him 

joyful. Caleb’s goals are 

to get a job and live in 

his own place. 
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Bryant Hiciano 
(Bronx) 
Teacher: 
Francesco 
Notaristefano 

Bryant it has 
been a privilege 
to see you grow 
into a great and 
healthy young 
man. We have 
worked together 
for many years 
and to see how 
much you have 
grown over the 
years is amazing. 
To get close to 
you and your 
family over the 

years has been truly a privilege and an honor and with their love and support 
your future is very bright. Through all the bumps in the road you faced you 
attacked them head on and came out stronger and healthier, you are a real 
inspiration to those around you and brighten everyone who interacts with you 
daily. I will miss hearing you sing your Alex Bueno songs, you telling me about 
the Grand Concourse, and the wonderful smells of all your mother and 
grandmothers cooking! All the best to you and your family! 

“This is my wish for you: Comfort on difficult days, smiles when sadness 
intrudes, rainbows to follow the clouds, laughter to kiss your lips, sunsets to 
warm your heart, hugs when spirits sag, beauty for your eyes to see, friendships 
to brighten your being, faith so that you can believe, confidence for when you 
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doubt, courage to know yourself, patience to accept the truth, Love to complete 
your life.” ― Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
Bryant, ha sido un privilegio verte crecer en ser un joven genial y saludable. 
Hemos trabajado juntos durante muchos años y es increíble ver cuánto has 
logrado. Ha sido realmente un privilegio y un honor en conocer y acercar a ti y a 
tu familia. Con el amor y apoyo de ellos, su futuro será muy brillante. 
Enfrentaste golpes en el camino, lo cuales atacaste de frente y saliste más fuerte 
que nunca. Eres verdaderamente una inspiración para los que te rodean. Todos 
los quien interactúan contigo a diario reconocen la alegría que tú le traes. ¡Echaré 
de menos oírte cantar tus canciones de Alex Bueno, sus cuentos sobre el Grand 
Concourse y el olor maravilloso de la comida de tu madre y tus abuelas! ¡Deseo 
todo lo mejor para ti y tu familia! “Este es mi deseo para ti: consuelo en los días 
difíciles, sonrisas cuando la tristeza invade, arcoíris para seguir las nubes, risas 
para besar tus labios, puestas de sol para calentar tu corazón, abrazos cuando los 
espíritus se hunden, belleza para que tus ojos vean, amistades para alegra tu ser, 
fe para que puedas creer, confianza para cuando dudes, coraje para conocerte a ti 
mismo, paciencia para aceptar la verdad, amor para completar tu vida ". - Ralph 
Waldo Emerson 
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Dominique Johnson  
(Staten Island) 
Teacher:  
Stephanie Pellicano 
 
Dominique has been with 

Home Instruction for the 

past 7 years, and like her 

favorite Ciara song she is 

ready to Level Up! 

Dominique is looking 

forward to starting her 

adult program after school, 

and can’t wait to be done 

with schoolwork. Some of 

the things Dominique 

enjoys are spending time 

with her family, relaxing at home, and listening to all kinds of music. Her 

favorites being Beyoncé and Ciara. She is a great older sister and wonderful 

daughter who has a lot to look forward to in the future. Congratulations 

Dominique! Your mom, dad, brother, sister, and teacher are all so proud of you! 
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Raiana Khan 
(Manhattan) 
Teacher:  
Gwenddyn 
Edwards 

Raiana Khan is an 

aspiring veterinarian 

with a passion for 

animals and biology. 

After high school 

Raiana hopes to 

continue her 

activism and 

volunteering in her 

community. These 

last four years have 

taught her many life 

lessons, and she is 

grateful for all the 

amazing teachers  

she’s had. 
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Manmeet Kaur (Queens) 
Teacher: Maria Strocchia 

 

My name is Manmeet Kaur.  

And I was born in Indiana 

where my parents settled 

when they came to the 

United States from India. 

After I was born, we moved 

to New York. I love New 

York!  I am so excited about 

graduating from home 

instruction schools, but I 

will miss my teacher Miss 

Maria and all the fun 

things! I hope after I 

graduate I can work with 

animals -- I love them! 
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Ilya Langer 
(Queens) 
Teacher:  
Christophe 
Hertler  

Ilusha Langer 
was born on 
December 11, 
2001. His parents 
Felix and Natalie 
Langer 
emigrated from 
Moldova to the 
United States in 
1994. They 
immigrated for 
political reasons 
because they 
were persecuted 
on the basis of 

their nationality (religion). They moved to America with their older children 
Marina and Edward. 

Ilusha's parents had to adapt to a new way of life in America. Natalie Langer is a 
music teacher by education but unfortunately, she was not able to work in her 
profession, therefore, she attended college and became a computer programmer. 
Felix also faced difficulties. Despite being trained in electronics and computer 
technology in Moldova, he had to be trained in a new field when he arrived in 
the United States. He initially took a job as a computer technician before working 
as a computer network engineer. 

When Ilusha was born, his older siblings were already 18 and 19 years old. At 
two years, Ilusha was diagnosed with autism. All the specialists and doctors said 
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that he would never write, read or speak. He had all the classic signs of autism. 
Despite this, his parents decided not to give up. 

Ilusha faced a tough road but with the help of his parent’s, he persevered. Not 
only did Ilya have difficulty communicating, but he also had to learn how to eat. 
He received daily speech, physical and occupational therapy, as well as a teacher 
to help him. Despite all of the help, it was still not enough. Ilusha’s mother was 
determined to help him and devoted all her time tirelessly working with him. 
Her efforts were not in vain. 

Even before entering the first grade, Ilusha was flourishing academically. Not 
only was he able to speak, but he also read fluently. He excelled in math and was 
able to solve problems in his mind without difficulty. Moreover, Ilusha has an 
excellent ability, he doesn’t just read, he reads at such a speed that most adults 
can only imagine doing. Ilusha was making such strides that when he began 
taking piano lessons, his teacher had no idea that he was diagnosed on the 
autism spectrum. Ilusha continues to take piano lessons and participates in the 
recital every year. In addition, Ilusha is taking classes towards earning his black 
belt in taekwondo. He also is interested in the vast field of science, including 
astronomy, biology, chemistry, and physics. He successfully passed all of the 
regents exams necessary to obtain a regents diploma. 

Everyone who knows Ilusha from birth cannot believe how far he has come. 
Some even call it a miracle. I must say that this miracle was achieved over the 
years of incredible work and perseverance. The sky’s the limit for Ilusha. 
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Tyler Lilavois 
(Bronx) 
Teacher:  
Alejandro 
Guerrero 

Hello, I am 
Alejandro 
Guerrero, and I am 
proud to have been 
Tyler’s Home 
Instruction teacher 
for the past two 
years. Tyler and I 
have had so many 
memorable and 
positive learning 
experiences 
together. Good 
grades and passing 
scores on all of his 
Regents exams 
have been the 

highlights of Tyler’s hard work during our time together. He has achieved the 
goals that he set for himself both academically and personally. I have the greatest 
confidence that he will do the same in the next chapter of his life. It has been a 
great pleasure to have learned and worked with Tyler. My best wishes to him 
and his family ! 
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DeQuan Milligan 
(Bronx) 
Teacher:  
Joseph Flynn 
 
DeQuan is from the 

Bronx. He has 2 

brothers and 2 sisters, 

all younger than him. 

DeQuan grew up in a 

family full of 

policemen, firemen 

and other servicemen. 

He is the grandson of a Vietnam War veteran. After attending school at 811x he 

moved into Terence Cardinal Cooke Healthcare Center, where he now lives. He 

has been a student with Home Instruction for the last 2 years. He has a great love 

of music. Whether class is focused on ELA, math or another subject, DeQuan has 

always been willing to join in lessons with his classmates to share the experiences 

of school. 
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Joann Monaco 
(Queens) 
Teacher:  
Valerie Conklin 

Joann has an 

infectious smile; you 

can’t help but smile 

when she smiles at 

you. She loves to go 

out, shopping, 

horseback riding, 

going to concerts, 

taking walks, even 

just going for a car 

ride. If it means being 

out of the house, 

count her in. She 

enjoys spending time 

with friends and family. She has two brothers and a sister. She can’t wait to go to 

her art class once a week. She has a true zest for life. 

Despite the many surgeries she has had, countless blood tests, needle sticks, and 

thousands of hours of therapy, she is always happy. Everything is hard for Joann 

and she needs someone to help her with all her daily living activities. Joann has 

every reason to be miserable, angry, feel sorry for herself, and dislike her life. 

However, that is not the case with Joann. She enjoys everything. Even the little 

things that we take for granted in our daily life, bring her joy. She loves food and 

loves to eat, although you wouldn’t know it by looking at her. She loves going to 
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CVS, even if she doesn’t have to buy anything. She really enjoys listening to 

audiobooks of various genres. 

Music also brings Joann joy, but not just any music, country music to be exact. 

She could watch country music videos for hours. Her favorite artist is Keith 

Urban. She’s had a crush on him for years. Watch out Nicole Kidman! In 

addition, she loves to dance, in her wheelchair or with her mom’s help standing. 

Joann taught herself to read and do math. When others say she can’t, she always 

proves them wrong. She can be very stubborn, but always brave. She inspires 

those around her. Lastly, please speak to her like an adult. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 32	

Mariana Morante 
(Bronx) 
Teacher:  
Candice Sorenson 
 
Mariana is a cheerful, fun 
young woman, full of 
attitude and determination. 
She has not allowed her 
disabilities to stop her from 
being happy and spreading 
joy and love to those 
around her. We are all 
proud of you and are 
certain you will keep on 
enriching the lives of those 
around you.  
 
Congratulaciones Mariana 
es una joven alegre, 
divertida, llena de actitud y 
determinación. No ha 
permitido que sus 
discapacidades le impidan 
ser feliz y difundir alegría y 
amor a quienes la rodean. 

Todos estamos muy orgullosos de ti y estamos seguros de que seguirá 
enriqueciendo la vida de quienes te rodean. Felicidades 
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Ana Maria Moronta 
(Manhattan) 
Teacher: Sissy Reynoso  
 
The perfect word to describe 

you, wonderful Ana Maria, 

would be to tell you how 

proud we are of all your 

progress and everything that 

you have become. Thank 

you for being an inspiration 

to all of us. Best wishes for 

your future. 
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David Persaud (Queens) 
Teacher: Renee Sandie 
 
My name is David Persaud 

I’m born and raised  in 

Queens New York. I 

planning continue my 

education and purse an 

undergraduate degree at 

Queens college City 

university of New York.  
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Nauneet Sandhu 
(Queens) 
Teacher:  
Laura Kent 
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Yogini Singh 
(Queens) 
Teacher:  
Bernadette Paul 

Yogini Singh’s 
mother wrote about 
her daughter, 
Yogini Singh. 
Yogini is my 
beautiful daughter 
whom my husband 
and I love very 
much. She is always 
happy with a 
beautiful smile on 

her face. She likes her I PAD. She listens to music, watches her favorite shows 
such as Curious George, Dragon Tales, Super Why, Caillou, Elmo and Sid the 
Science. 
Yogini enjoys Bollywood music. She likes going out for long rides. She likes 
taking walks around her neighborhood. She interacts with people. She enjoys 
being around her family. 
Yogini would not take part of any house chores. Mom tries to train her, get her 
involved but she wants no part of any of that. All Yogini is interested in  
is her I PAD. 
She enjoys sitting quietly and browsing her I PAD. Yogini would not put the I 
PAD away for anything. 
Mom and dad love you very much. 
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Naurene Sultana 
(Queens) 
Teacher: Renee Sandie  
 
If one were to time travel to 

see me when I was 14 

versus me now, you’d see 

two different personas. 

When you take one step 

into my mind now, you’ll 

see probably 100 years of 

brazed armor hiding under 

my skin. I haven’t been like 

this at the beginning of 

time.  

 

This has opened a passion 

for me to want to work as a 

space scientist. The 

universe to me resembles 

endless possibilities 

and  opportunities that I 

considered to be the 

unknown. I remember 

being scared of trying new 

things, but now I want to jump into it. I learned that what I feared most weren’t 

new things, it was most definitely inexperience.  
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I’ve gotten into a college by the name of LaGuardia Community College! I 

remembered that when I was accepted to a community college I was scared to 

tell my parents. But now I see that it was just unrealistic expectations that people 

around me made up. However I realized whatever I do and where I go is in my 

hands. 

  

 I am happy with where my life is going and I am glad that I had friends, family, 

and teachers that helped me realize that I am more than what I thought I was. 

I’m finally opening a new chapter in my life and I’m not afraid to walk into the 

starry space!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	 39	

Sing Yi Torres-Chan 
(Bronx) 
Teacher: Angel Vasquez 

High school is a once in a 

lifetime experience. I will 

always be grateful for the 

tremendous experience I 

have gained throughout 

high school. Home 

instruction was a blessing 

for me, as I was still able to 

continue my studies. I am 

thankful for my teachers, 

especially Mr. Vazquez and 

my guidance counselor Ms. 

Norberto for their support 

throughout my journey. I 

am also thankful for all the 

support my family have 

given me. I have gained the most amazing friends these last four years. I have 

learned much about myself and what I want to do when I get older. I am 

attending Queens College in September and am excited. I will be studying 

Environmental Science. Some of my hobbies are cooking, fishing, art and singing. 
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Leslie Valerio  
(Brooklyn) 
Teacher:  
Rashid Kabbaj 
  
Who am I? Well for 

starters my name's 

Leslie Valerio, and 

honestly, I’m on the 

short side, but that’s 

my best feature. Do 

you want to know 

what the best part 

about high school is? 

The best part of high 

school is the 

realization that everyone changes, including yourself. Within the past eight 

months of homeschool, I’ve become mentally stronger. I will forever be thankful 

for being part of both Home Instruction and James Madison high school. I might 

have not been the best academically but I’m honestly really proud of myself. You 

see, I was recently diagnosed with ADHD and my mom had her suspicions 

about me having it even way back to elementary school. But with the help of 

doctors, my parents, and Home Instruction, I was able to push through. My time 

at James Madison high school was honestly one of the greatest experiences I’ve 

ever had. In James Madison I’ve met wonderful people who have helped me 

grow mentally, people who understand me and people who have opened up to 

me. I consider these people as family now. Not only did I become friends with 

the most amazing people, but I learned to find myself, I learned that I’m a great 

artist. I’m glad I got to be a part of James Madison high school mural class 

because art is something I use to express myself. However I must say that during 
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my senior year I did not start off with this strong characteristic. I’ve been battling 

with depression for a couple years now, and I get anxious when I’m around a lot 

of people. My ADHD only makes it worse since it makes it hard to concentrate 

when teachers and classmates talk to me. My mental health did not stop me from 

interacting with others. My mental health is not a negative thing because I 

learned to fill myself with positivity. I learned to love myself. For those who are 

dealing with these problems, just know you are not alone. Be patient with 

yourself. Don’t let your emotions control you; you have to control your 

emotions. But most importantly, love yourself! The one thing I really loved about 

home instruction is the fact that I felt like I learned things in depth. I always 

loved history and thanks to Mr. R, I learned so much about our government. 

With home instruction I felt comfortable to be myself. I didn’t feel like I was 

being judged when I got really sad because of my depression. I wouldn’t feel less 

of myself when I couldn’t concentrate correctly because no matter what, my 

teachers always stayed by my side, trying to understand me. I’ve learned to look 

at things from different perspectives and I really love that about myself because 

the old me would’ve gotten frustrated with this whole pandemic and quarantine 

thing. But honestly, I’m not even frustrated or bothered because I have accepted 

that this is reality and it’s not something I can just shove off. I just have to deal 

with it and handle it myself. I took this experience, meditated, and asked myself 

what I want to do with my life. The answer is to never give up on myself and to 

be a strong business woman.  
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Nathaniel Vera 
(Manhattan) 
Teacher: Ife Faussett 
 
Nathaniel Vera is a 
seventeen-year-old senior 
who attended the High 
School of Applied 
Communications in Long 
Island City, New York. 
Nathaniel has suffered the 
loss of his mother in 2018 
and fought through 
personal   health difficulties 
consequently finishing up 
his senior year of high 
school on Home 
Instruction. Despite these 
hurdles, Nathaniel earned 
Microsoft Certification in 
2017 and hopes to enroll at 
La Guardia Community 
College in the Fall of 2020 
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Don West Jr (Bronx) 
Teacher: Dominic Paciullo 
 
Dear DJ, You did it!  It wasn't easy 
but you worked hard and made it 
happen.   I am so proud of you.  I 
wish You health and happiness and 
to be surrounded by the ones who 
Love you.   
Love Dom. 
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Nevin Williams 
(Manhattan) 
Teacher: Joseph Flynn 

Nevin was born in 1999 in 

New York City. He is a 

resident of Terrence 

Cardinal Cooke Health Care 

Center. His life is full of 

family and music, which 

both make him smile. He is 

ready to move to the beat if 

there is music in the air. He 

will pump his arms in 

perfect rhythm when a song 

is playing. Nevin has 

increased his abilities as a 

student in the Home 

Instruction Schools for the 

last 5 years. He is very 

willing to repeat a task in 

order to improve his 

skills. Nevin spreads good cheer, whether you are a friend, relative, or  

classmate of his.  
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